
The Passage
Cherokee Homecoming

Artist Team: Gadugi, Locust Grove, OK.
Team members: Bill Glass, Gary Allen, Wade
Bennett, Ken Foster, Demos Glass and Robby
McMurtry

The new passage beneath Riverfront Parkway
creates a pedestrian connection between the city
and the river. It also houses a permanent public
art installation that celebrates Cherokee culture,
symbolism, and mythology while commemorating
the forced removal of the Cherokee Indians on
the Trail of Tears that occurred at the site years
ago. Selected from a national juried competition,
the artwork was designed by a team of Native
American artists and historians from Locust Grove,
Oklahoma. The team calls itself Gadugi, the Cher-
okee word for “working together,” and their work
signals a homecoming of monumental proportion.
They have created a one-of-a-kind work of art to
symbolically recreate and celebrate centuries of
Native American influence.

“Nowhere else in the world will people be able to
experience anything like this,” said Bill Glass, lead
artist for team Gadugi. “This is so much more
than a memorial. It is a physical celebration of
our Cherokee culture. It is important to us to
reconnect with this community and come full circle
in this journey.”

The River Pier Marriage of Art and Light

Luminous Light Masts River Pier
by James Carpenter Associates, New York, NY designed by Hargreaves Associates, Cambridge, MA

Chattanooga’s reconnection with the river is punctuated by the new River Pier, extending 160 feet out over
the river from Ross’s Landing. Artist James Carpenter designed seven, 40-foot tall, woven stainless steel light
masts for the pier. The light masts extend the length of the deck and illuminate the pedestrian way. During the
day, the wire screen on the exterior of each cylindrical mast creates a pattern of movement and moiré effect.
This dynamic quality is most powerful at night when the masts are internally illuminated and will glow from
top to bottom, creating a beacon - both literal and figurative, beckoning people to come to the river.

The extraordinary light masts on the pier are vivid demonstrations of Mr. Carpenter’s ability to cross the
boundaries between architecture, engineering and fine arts.First Street Corridor

A Gallery in the Open Air
Nowhere is Chattanooga’s public art more prom-
inently and proudly showcased than along First
Street between Market and Walnut Streets. The
First Street corridor connects the Tennessee Aquar-
ium and Ross’s Landing Park & Plaza with the
Hunter Museum of American Art and the Bluff
View Art District.

The First Street Sculpture Garden is an eclectic
mix of sculptures that will rotate every two years.
From over 2,000 entries submitted from around
the globe, a local panel selected ten distinctive
works to be exhibited in the first installation.
Works are available for purchase.

The Incline Canopies cleverly blend function and
form. Designed by artist Val Valgardson, the
canopies provide shade, shelter, and sculptural
interest for the mechanical incline that transports
people up and down the First Street Corridor.

Holmberg Pedestrian Bridge: Randall Stout
Architects designed the footbridge that reconnects
the Hunter Museum of American Art with down-
town Chattanooga, and it complements beautifully
the group’s design work on the Hunter Museum.
The transparent deck provides a fascinating per-
spective on Riverfront Parkway as pedestrians make
the crossing from the foot of the Walnut Street
Bridge to the Museum’s sculpture garden. At night,
architectural lighting creates a unique luminescence
to be enjoyed from above and beneath the bridge.
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