
Public Art
A Public Process Yields a Public Vision
for Public Art
The Chattanooga vision of returning to the river
has been realized with the completion of the 21st
Century Waterfront Project. The redevelopment
of 129 acres along the river has created multiple
public spaces and opportunities for citizens to
enjoy Chattanooga’s waterfront.

Integral to the 21st Century Waterfront Project
was a civic commitment to public art. The City,
along with Allied Arts, conducted a number of
public forums attended by over 500 citizens. The
forums resulted in the adoption by Chattanooga
of a Public Art Plan, a plan that reflects a commu-
nity vision for public art in the city.

Armed with the Public Art Plan and a budget of
$1.2 million, the Public Art Committee, appointed
by Mayor Corker, solicited artwork through in-
ternational competitions and commissioned artists
from around the country to accentuate the river-
front with impressive installations.

Welcome to Chattanooga, where public
art is a public priority.

In 2001, Mayor Bob Corker determined there was still
work to be done if Chattanooga was going to continue
its return to the river originally envisioned in the mid-
1980s. After a series of public meetings, Mayor Corker
created the 21st Century Waterfront Trust, a $120
million public/private collaboration. In the space of
35 months, a new waterfront was conceived, designed,
funded and constructed.  Hargreaves Associates, based
in Cambridge, MA was the lead waterfront consultant
for the entire project.

In an unprecedented gesture of support for public art,
Mayor Corker allocated 1% of the waterfront budget
($1.2 million) to go toward public art and appointed
a committee to oversee the funds and to implement a
public art program at the waterfront. All artwork was
solicited through international competitions and was
selected by community panels.

Partner organizations overseeing the waterfront’s public
art program include Allied Arts of Greater Chattanooga,
the City of Chattanooga, the Hunter Museum of
American Art, and the River City Company.

Charter Members of the Public Art Committee:

Virginia Anne Sharber, Chair
Peggy Wood-Townsend, Project Coordinator
Verina Baxter Jim Hill
Nina Brock Ruth Holmberg
Vilma Fields Margy Oehmig
Beth Green Larry Richey
Heidi Hefferlin Sally Robinson
Joe Helseth Stroud Watson

For more information about any of the public art
projects for the 21st Century Waterfront, please contact:
Allied Arts of Greater Chattanooga, 423-756-2787.
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Waterfront Trust

A Walking Guide to Public Art
Along Chattanooga’s Waterfront
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